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KEYNOTE SPEAKER EMILY MULLEN SHARES HER
INSPIRING STORY. 

WOMEN IN AG COMMITTEE: LACEY GIBBS, RYLEE
KAY PUTHOFF, CHELSEA ANDREWS, JULIE
EHEMANN, RACI ZIMPFER, AMANDA HURLEY, TORI
BENSMAN, ANDREA FLOWERS-GUCKES, JILL SMITH

Women in Agriculture Empowerment Event
BY AMANDA HURLEY

    The Shelby County Women in Agriculture committee held their
annual Empowerment Celebration on Thursday September 5th at
VanDemark Farm. The theme of the event was “Forging Your Own
Path” this year. Approximately 50 women from the local area attended
the event. 
    The event started with an optional Make ‘n Take session where
participants made their own needle felted pumpkins. Next, there was a
mix and mingle where attendees were able to network and sample
some delicious hors d’oeuvres from The Bridge. There was also
desserts from Friedet’s Fantastical Sweets, flavored milks from Mullen
Dairy & Creamery, and wine from Austeria Wine Boutique. 
    To begin the main portion of the event, attendees participated in an
activity to get to know each other better and see that most women in
agriculture are facing similar issues. Next the recipients of the Women
in Agriculture Scholarship were announced - Elizabeth Shatto
(Morehead State University) and Lilly Severance (Wright State Lake
Campus). 
    Next the keynote speaker, Emily Mullen, shared her story. Emily
reviewed how the agricultural industry has changed over the years
and how many people are removed from how their food is grown or
raised. She took the reins of her family’s dairy farm in her early 20's.
She has modernized her operation to include robotic milking, selling
direct to consumer and selling other milk-based products. She had
many inspirational points including encouraging others to advocate
for agriculture and share stories about agriculture to connect with the
general public. 
   Then attendees were able to chose which breakout sessions they
would like to attend. Options were “Sustaining Our Soils,” “Sourdough:
Learn it, bake it, enjoy,” “Insurance: Ensuring you are covered,” and
“Composting : Learn how to dig it.” All of the sessions were super
informational and well-received.  
    Overall, the event was a huge success. We are looking forward to
the event again next year! 
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Every woman’s
success should be
an inspiration to
another, we’re
strongest when
we cheer each

other on.
SERENA WILLIAMS



    This is a great time of the year for farmers to consider if a grassed waterway is needed in their fields. Grassed
waterways play a critical role in preventing soil loss and improving water quality. While harvesting fields this fall,
small gullies and erosion issues can be found. If noted, Shelby Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) can help
with the evaluation, planning and implementation of a grassed waterway. 
    Grassed waterways are a conservation practice that stabilizes areas of concentrated waterflow (where a lot of water
is flowing through a field, possibly where a natural waterway would be). They are typically 30 to 50 feet wide, are
designed to be crossed by farm equipment, and typically include installation of a tile which helps keep the waterway
dry. If the grassed waterway is installed properly and have adequate grass (or other vegetation) coverage they can
reduce sediment and nutrients in water runoff and help prevent erosion during heavy rain events. When soil remains
in place, sediment and nutrients are not transported to nearby streams, rivers, and lakes. This helps to keep water
cleaner and aquatic ecosystems healthier.
    If you have an eroded area or small gully, contact the Shelby SWCD office to set up a site visit. The SWCD
personnel will determine if the site is eligible for a grassed waterway and explain any potential cost-share programs.
One extremely crucial factor is that waterways take several months from start to finish, so contacting the Shelby
SWCD office 6 to 12 months in advance is best. Ideal conditions allow for installation of the tile in the fall and
construct the waterway the following spring or summer. Once your grassed waterway is installed it is important to
maintain it for it to do its job.
    Thank you to all who have thought about and implemented conservation measures on your land. Conservation
efforts would not be where they are at the present day without the people right here in Shelby County willingly
signing up for programs that support conservation. This shows devotion and a desire for continued preservation of
soil and improved water quality for a cleaner tomorrow.
    If you are interested in learning more about grassed waterways or any other conservation program, please contact
Jason Rethman at Shelby SWCD at (937) 419-2594. 

GULLY
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Think ahead about grassed waterways this harvest

GRASSED WATERWAY GRASSED WATERWAY AFTER HEAVY RAIN



Educators from Jackson Center complete
Escape Room activity.

Educators at a soil pit. 

Multi-County Educator Workshop
AMANDA HURLEY

    The Multi-County Educator Workshop was a great success again this
year. This workshop is held in conjunction with Miami SWCD, Montgomery
SWCD and Darke SWCD and is offered to educators K-12 who would like to
incorporate more environmental science and conservation content in 
their teaching. 
    This year the theme was Dirty, Wet, & Wild and was held at Miami
Valley Career Technology Center. Day one focused on soil, while day two
focused on water-related topics.  
    Again this year we were able to offer graduate credits from Ashland
University to participants for an additional charge. All participants who
completed the post-workshop survey said they would recommend this
workshop to a colleague - which is a ringing endorsement! We appreciate
everyone who attended or presented at this workshop and look forward to
having it again next year!
    If you would like more information about the Multi-County Educator
Workshop please contact Amanda Hurley - amanda.hurley@usda.gov.   
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    The Ohio Pollinator Habitat Initiative is calling on all
Ohioans for another year of milkweed pod collections!
Volunteers collected 3,425 gallons of milkweed 
seed pods! These seeds are then redistributed to be
planted in Ohio to ensure plenty of milkweed is present. 
    Milkweed is the only host plant for the Monarch
butterfly for egg laying and caterpillar rearing. It also
serves as a food source for Monarchs as well as many
other pollinator species. 
   Milkweed pod collection tips:

Only collect pods that are ready (see below)
Only take 1/4 of the plant’s pods
Place pods in brown bag, plastic hold moisture
Do not place rubber bands around pod 
Do not collect milkweed pods without landowner’s
permission

NOPE
too green

CLOSER
still green

READY
collect

TOO LATE
open
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https://co.shelby.oh.us/Calendar.aspx?EID=844&month=10&year=2024&day=16&calType=0
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Supervisor Spotlight
STEVE BERNING

Years as a Supervisor: 8 years
What made you want to be a Supervisor? Interested in conservation and
want to be involved in conservation in Shelby County.
What conservation practice resonates most with you? Filter strips and
grassed waterways.  
Favorite part of being a Supervisor: Work with other supervisors and
being involved in plans for the soil and water district.   
About Steve: He has been farming for more than 45 years.
Currently has corn, soybean and wheat operation and has
Holstein dairy beef. All of his fields are no till and he uses
cover crops on all fields. Steve has been married to Alison for
37 years; they have 2 children and 5 grandchildren.

Staff Spotlight - New Employee!
ASHLEY WISMAR

Role: District Technician
Employee Since: August 2024
Previous experience: Previously worked at Garmann Miller designing
HVAC and plumbing systems. 
What I do: Design grassed waterways and other conservation
practices.
What conservation practice resonates most with you? Grassed waterways
because of the work they do to reduce erosion and improve water
quality.
About Ashley: My husband Travis and I have been married for 4 years
and have one child. Outside of work I enjoy gardening, camping, and
working on our small hobby farm. 
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May you be
proud of the
work you do,

the person you
are, and the

difference you
make. 

See www.shelbyswcd.org
for full staff directory. 

https://www.shelbyswcd.org/
https://www.shelbyswcd.org/
https://www.shelbyswcd.org/


10/1/2024-10/31/2024 Milkweed Pod Collection

10/11/2024 @ 11:15am Conservation Storytime “Batty for Bats”
Anna Community Library

10/14/2024 Federal Holiday - Shelby SWCD Office Closed

10/16/2024 8:00am
Tire Recycling Event 

Shelby County Fairgrounds 
(pre-registration required)

10/18/2024 @ 6:30am Board Supervisor Meeting
822 Fair Rd. Sidney

10/18/2024 @ 2:00pm Conservation Storytime “Batty for Bats” -
Jackson Center Community Library

10/20/2024 1pm-4pm Forestry Field Day
Tawawa Park

10/23 & 10/24 OFSWCD Educator Workshop

10/25/2024 @ 12:30pm Conservation Storytime “Batty for Bats” - 
Fort Loramie Community Library

10/30/2024 @ 10:00am Conservation Storytime “Batty for Bats” - 
Amos Memorial Public Library

10/31/2023 Area IV Tech Tour - Darke County

11/1/2024 @ 10:30am Conservation Storytime “Pumpkins” - 
Russia Community Library

11/1/2024 @ 12:30pm Conservation Storytime “Pumpkins” - 
Fort Loramie Community Library

11/1/2024 by 4:30pm Shelby County BIG TREE Contest 
Nomination Deadline

11/8/2024 @ 11:15am Conservation Storytime “Pumpkins” - 
Anna Community Library

11/11/2024 Federal Holiday - Shelby SWCD Office Closed

11/15/2024 @ 6:30am Board Supervisor Meeting
822 Fair Rd. Sidney

11/15/2024 @ 11:00am Conservation Storytime “Pumpkins” - 
Jackson Center Community Library

11/27/2024 @ 10:00 am Conservation Storytime “Pumpkins” - 
Amos Memorial Public Library

11/28/2024 Federal Holiday - Shelby SWCD Office Closed

12/2/2024 OFSWCD Area IV Winter Meeting
Der Dutchman

12/5/2024 @ 6:00pm
Shelby SWCD Annual Banquet & 

Supervisor Election
St. Michaels Fort Loramie, OHio

12/20/2024 @ 6:30am Board Supervisor Meeting
822 Fair Rd. Sidney

12/20/2024 @ 12:30pm Conservation Storytime “Oh Deer!” - 
Jackson Center Community Library

12/25/2024 Federal Holiday - Shelby SWCD Office Closed

Events & Announcements 
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If you have questions about events or
announcements, please contact Amanda Hurley 

(937-419-2597 or amanda.hurley@usda.gov)

   Where do insects and other invertebrates go in the winter? The vast
majority “overwinter,” or spend winter, right where they spent all summer
— just less active and more hidden. 
   Think twice before you rake, mow, and blow this year. Invertebrates rely
on fallen leaves and other organic debris to cover and insulate them from
the elements. Whatever your landscape, you can ensure that resources for
nests and overwintering habitat are available. 
   See this website for more information about providing habitat for wildlife
in your landscape: https://xerces.org/leave-the-leaves

If you must rake - do not rake
leaves over storm drains!! This

can cause the drains to not
perform well and adds nutrients

to our area waterways. 
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